Radiologist's responsibility in France when using contrast media.
French physicians must obtain their patient's consent before carrying out an action that interferes with the patient's corporal integrity. The doctor must use simple, approximate, intelligent, and honest words that help the patient to reach the indispensable decision. Proof of lack of consent lies with the patient. Three lawsuits dealing with contrast media use illustrate the application of the French general principles of medical responsibility and compliance with present standards of information for the patient.